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thou to do with me? and why dost thou persecute me?" Benedict alone beheld the fiend, though the brethren heard his words.1
Another time, when Benedict was on his way to pray at the Oratory of St. John, he met Satan disguised as a physician riding on a mule, and carrying a horn and mortar. " Whither are you going ?" asked the saint. " To give a potion to your monks/' replied the devil. When Benedict got back to the monastery, he found that the devil had entered into one of the elder monks, tormenting him cruelly.2
On yet another occasion, when Benedict was praying in his cell, the devil appeared to him, jeering at him, and saying that he was going to visit the monks at their work. Benedict at once sent a message to the brethren, saying, " Have a care, for the wicked spirit at this hour is coming to molest you." Scarcely had the message been delivered when the devil overthrew a wall which they were building, crushing one young monk under the masonry.8 In these stories we are already face to face with the mediaeval devil.
Near Monte Cassino there lived in religious retirement two ladies of noble parentage who were given to abusive language. Complaints of their conduct having reached Benedict, he sent them a warning, " Have a care of your tongues, for if you do not amend, I excommunicate you." But they took no notice of the warning, and shortly afterwards died and were buried in the church. After this their nurse, " who used to make offerings to our Lord for them," beheld a dreadful sight. For in the mass, when the deacon cried out, " If there be any that communicates not, let him depart," the two nuns, spectral and terrible, arose from their graves and left the church. This, according to the nurse's testimony, happened several times. At last recourse was had to Benedict, who " with his own hands gave the oblation, saying, ' Go, cause this oblation to be offered to our Lord, and they shall be no longer excommunicate." Thenceforward the troubled spirits were seen no more.4
One vision recorded by Gregory is of an unusual character. Benedict sent some monks to build a monastery at Terracina, promising to come to them on a certain day. He remained,
1 Dial ii. 8.                                   2 Ibid. ii. 30.
3 Ibid. ii. 11.                                  4 Ibid. ii. 23.by St. Peter, rise up."   Whereupon she was immediately healed (ibid. iii. 25).
